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The growing importance of European law for the organisation, provision and fi-
nancing of services of general interest (public services) is accompanied by an in-
creased academic interest in the subject in recent years. This volume seeks to
contribute to the debate and to supplement existing works. What distinguishes this
book from other treatises of the subject is its broad and comprehensive authorship
and its wide range of subjects. Twenty-five authors from ten different Member
States, including founding Members and newly acceded ones, aim to sketch a com-
prehensive picture of the changing legal framework of public services in Europe
and to grasp the different views and thoughts on the subject. Apart from a discus-
sion of horizontal issues, such as financing or competition law, this volume also
contains nine country reports which show the diverse reactions to and consequences
of the changing framework in the Member States.

The chapters of this volume emanate from a conference entitled “The changing
framework of public services in Europe – The impact of European competition,
state aid and procurement law on financing and organizing services of general eco-
nomic interest” held at the University of Potsdam, Germany, in April 2008. The
original presentations at the conference were revised after the event and combined
with two additional chapters to complete the picture. Generally, the law is stated as
of 1 October 2008.

The conference and the publication of its results were generously supported by
the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research Foundation, DFG), the
Postdamer Universitätsgesellschaft (Potsdam University Association) and the Verein
der Freunde und Förderer der Juristischen Fakultät der Universität Potsdam (Asso-
ciation of the Friends and Supporters of the Law Faculty of the University of
Potsdam). We would also like to thank the Mayor of the City of Potsdam for the
honour of a welcoming reception of the conference participants.

The Potsdam conference would not have seen the light of the day without the
administrative support and help of Judith Schmidt, Karolin Knoth, Christiana Marose
and Nils Hala, research and student assistants at the University of Potsdam. They
performed countless tasks before, during and after the conference and went out of
their way to ensure that everything, from the conference flyers to the biscuits served
with tea and coffee, was perfect. Udo Moewes supported them during the days of
the conference. We are very grateful for their help. Similarly, we would like to
thank Franziska Gless in Potsdam for her editorial assistance regarding citation and
footnotes and the production of the table of cases. Last but not least, we owe special
thanks to Martin Farley in London who edited many of the contributions from a
grammatical and lingustic perspective. Franziska and Martin have helped enormously
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transforming a collection of individual papers into the manuscript of a – hopefully
– comprehensive book.

Additional thanks are owed to the team of T.M.C.ASSER PRESS, especially Philip
van Tongeren and Marjolijn Bastiaans for their help and support during the final
editing process and their efforts to ensure a timely publication.
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